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Advocates Praise Gov. Crist for Commitment to Renewable Energy Investments 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – Solar energy advocates praised Florida Gov. Charlie Crist Wednesday after he signed sweeping energy legislation into law that will help make renewable energy sources a vital plank in Florida’s energy mix during the coming decade. 

The bill, HB 7135, directs the Public Service Commission to determine rules for a “renewable portfolio standard” that requires a certain percentage of Florida’s energy supply to come from renewable resources such as solar, wind and biomass. The new standard would be subject to legislative ratification in 2009.   In addition, the Commission is now required to establish goals for renewable energy demand side management for Florida’s electric utilities.  With the financial assistance of their utility company, this should result in greater use of customer sited renewable energy systems, like solar water heating and photovoltaic systems.  The bill also extends requirements for net metering to municipal utilities and rural electric cooperatives.
This comprehensive legislation authorizes the Florida Department of Environmental Protection to develop a cap-and-trade regulatory program to reduce the state’s carbon emissions, and it raises energy efficiency requirements for new appliances and building codes for new residential and commercial buildings.  The bill also provides that property owners investing in solar energy equipment won’t be burdened by higher real property taxes as a result of that investment.
“In signing this bill, Gov. Crist has enacted some of the most forward thinking legislation in Florida’s history,” said Bruce Kershner of the Florida Solar Energy Industries Association.
“These far-sighted policies will help the Sunshine State become a global leader in renewable energy and create clean, green jobs for our citizens.” 

Moreover, the Florida 2008-2009 budget signed by Gov. Crist earlier this month allocates $5 million toward the Florida Solar Energy System Incentives Program, which provides rebates to homeowners and businesses on the purchase of solar energy equipment.  The state has seen a tremendous growth in sales of solar energy equipment as a result of this program, and funding has not been able to keep pace with this demand.  The rebate program is authorized through June 30, 2010. 
(more)
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“In tight budget years such as this one, and likely next year as well, Florida would be well advised to follow the example of other states and find a dedicated source to capitalize the rebate system, such as a Public Benefits Fund, where ratepayers would contribute pennies a day on their electric bill to support the rebate program, as well as other renewable energy initiatives,” suggested Kershner.  The rebate program is currently funded through general revenue.  

In March of this year, a statewide poll by Mason-Dixon Polling & Research found that 85 percent of those Floridians believe the Legislature should act to encourage investment in solar energy, and 81 percent said they would support that investment even if it cost them an extra dollar per month on their utility bills.  
For more information on solar energy in Florida, please visit the Florida Solar Energy Industries Association Web site at www.flaseia.org and The Vote Solar Initiative Web site at http://www.votesolar.org/state-initiatives/florida.html.  
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